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This project was done with oil pastel with an em-

phasis on crea ng a sense of depth using light, me-

dium, and dark colours. EIDC and RCH School mid-

dle years students par cipated in this project. 

As this year seems to be going by on high speed, we are keeping up with incredibly creative learning. The past 
few months have been filled with wonderful artistic opportunities for our students and teachers!  

Art workshops reveal our teachers’ artistic skills. It is truly wonderful to see them share their experiences and art 
work with their students. Every art experience in the classroom is new, fresh, and connected to current student 
learning. Teachers have been pivotal in planning and inventing new ways to learn that are creative and thought-
provoking. Let’s take a look at what has been going on! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These pieces were created by 
teachers during the Painting /
Color Theory workshop and the 
Animal Portrait / Indigenous 
Inspired Art workshop. In the 
classroom, we explored similar 
themes. 



Bridges Inspired by Claude Monet and Cloudy Days! 
In several schools, students were learning about structures and materials. We combined this with inspiration from 
Claude Monet Impressionism painting to create beautiful paintings that taught us about bridges! In addition, at 
École Lorette Immersion, students were learning about various types of clouds. They used their painting 
skills to show their learning about this fluffy subject matter!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

At École Île des Chênes School , grade 7/8 students studying ancient Egypt created unique art pieces 
based off an Egyptian god or goddess of their choice. Inspired by traditional animation art, the background 
was first painted in water color, and the god/goddess was created on a transparency overlay – inked on 
one side, and painted on the other. The results are striking.  

Egyptian Art in Watercolor with Transparency Overlay. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clay is a wonderful three dimensional medium that is only limited by one’s imagination. In many instances, we 
have used this pliable medium to create what is currently being studied in the curriculum.  

Creative Clay and the Curriculum!   

From Viking ships at La Barrière 
Crossings School (above),  
structures at École Île des Chênes 
School (above & left), volcanoes 
at Arborgate school (right), to 
glazed continents at Richer school 
(bottom left), and Egyptian tiles 
(bottom right) at Dawson Trail 
School, creating in clay is a 
memorable way to learn the  
curriculum ! 

Viking ships were also created 
in acrylic paint by La Salle 
school students. 



In addition to the landscape and horizon line study, we explored continents and topography in clay at Richer 
School. 

We began by reviewing the continents and our learning intentions. We studied diagrams and maps and then 
proceded to sculpt our continents, being sure to include natural terrain such as trees and rocks. Once the 
pieces are glazed, they will be assembled into a puzzle of the Earth! 

Also at RCH, grade one students created skunks in soft pastel to correspond with their skunk 
study. Why a skunk study? When students have accidental first hand encounters with a skunk, 
it prompts a skunk study! Students learned about the different types of skunks, their habitats, 
their anatomy, and wrote about their learning.  

What started out as an experiment, turned into a wonderful science project repeated in several schools. Many 
students were learning about the North and Inukshuks. We initially used color theory to create dark sunsets to 
create the background. Our foreground was also dark due to the setting sun. We added neon paint to create the 
illusion of Northern lights, and finally, added the Inukshuk using neutral colors with hints of gold or silver with a 
black sand texture. This project took place in Richer school, École St. Adolphe School, and École St. Norbert Im-
mersion. 

Bridge to Terabithia Trees 

To coincide with their novel study, A Bridge to Terabithia, École St. Adolphe Immersion students created pain ngs of trees / for-

ests with a mys cal feel. We created backgrounds with analogous colors, then created a horizon line. Our trees were carefully 

painted, paying special a en on to the roots and branches in a free flowing movement. 

Bridge to Terabithia Trees 

The Northern Lights and Inukshuks 



Art and Drama Enrichment Days 

In each region of Seine River School Division, we once again held our popular Art and Drama Enrichment 
days. Students who shared a passion for art and drama gathered at hosting schools in their region, cordi-
ally hosted by Arborgate, École Ile Des Chenes, and École St. Norbert Immersion Schools. The days 
were filled with intense hands-on art / drama experiences and students got to meet new students who 
shared similar interests. 

In art, students partici-
pating in Enrichment 
day, experimented with 
new materials and 
were challenged to re-
ally utilize their artistic/ 
observation skills, as in 
the case of still life 
sketching using their 
own hand as a model. 

Led by Megan Young, our divi-
sional Drama Teacher, our dra-
ma students focused their cre-
ative energy in the form of im-
prov exercises. At the end of 
each Enrichment day, Drama 
students visited the art room to 
see what their peers created, 
and art students were treated 
to a live improv show. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Final Word on the Newsletter….  
If you have any art news, art input 
or comments, please send it my way 
to: gdoll@srsd.ca   Remember…  

Along with 
still life 
sketching, 
Art Enrich-
ment stu-
dents ex-
perimented 
with oil pas-
tel, acrylic 
paint, and 
water color 
pencils. 


